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CATEGORY Superior Excellent Good Fair Poor 

Tone Quality Student demonstrates 
exceptional tone 
characteristic of their 
instrument. Notes are 
clear and easily heard. 

Student demonstrates 
acceptable tone 
characteristic of their 
instrument. Notes are 
clear and easily heard. 

Students tone is mostly acceptable 
and characteristic for their 
instrument. Notes are mostly clear 
and easily heard. 

Students tone is mostly 
unacceptable. Notes are often not 
clear and not heard. 

Student tone is unacceptable and 
not characteristic for their 
instrument. 

Tempo & 
Rhythm 

Student plays in a 
consistent and clear 
tempo. All rhythms are 
accurate and precise. 
Metronome used and 
followed the entire time. 

Student plays in a 
consistent and clear 
tempo. Most rhythms 
are accurate and 
precise. Metronome 
followed most of time. 

Student’s tempo sometimes 
fluctuates. Some rhythms are not 
accurate or precise. 
Metronome used, but not followed 
entire time. 

Student’s tempo is unclear and 
irregular. Rhythms are not at all 
accurate. Metronome not followed 

Student cannot hold a tempo.  All 
rhythms are inaccurate. 
Metronome not used 

Note Accuracy Student plays all the 
correct notes required in 
the piece/excerpt/scale. 

Student misses a few 
(5-10%) notes in the 
required 
piece/excerpt/scale.  

Student misses some (10-30%) 
notes in the required 
piece/excerpt/scale. 

Student misses many notes (30%-
40%), or was unable to finish the 
entire required piece/excerpt/scale. 

Student plays half, more than 
half, almost all, or all notes wrong 
in the required 
piece/excerpt/scale.  

Articulations Student played piece 
with all the correct 
articulations. 

Student plays with 
mostly correct 
articulations. 

Student misses some correct 
articulations, but most are correct.  

Correct articulations are achieved 
some of the time, but most are 
incorrect.  

No attempt to play with correct 
articulations. 

Dynamics Student played piece 
with all the correct 
dynamics. 

Student plays with 
mostly correct 
dynamics. 

Student misses some correct 
dynamics, but most are correct.  

Correct dynamics are achieved 
some of the time, but most are 
incorrect.  

No attempt to play with correct 
dynamics. Music is stagnant. 

Practice & 
Preparation 

Student performance 
indicates adequate 
practice and preparation 
outside of class, with 
great attention to areas 
of difficulty. 

Student performance 
indicates regular 
practice and 
preparation outside of 
class with some 
attention to areas of 
difficulty. 

Student performance indicates 
some practice and preparation 
outside of class, but with little 
attention to areas of difficulty. 

Student performance indicates 
there is very little practice or 
preparation outside of class. 

No practice or preparation is 
evident in this performance. 


